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June 5, 2019 


Katlyn Alapati 
MuckRock News 

DEPT MR 68501 411A Highland Ave 
Somerville, MA 02144-2516 

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request No. A19-03817, Dated May 8, 2019, 
Concerning City of Detroit Records Pertaining to Spreadsheet from A19- 
01025 

Dear Ms. Alapati 

This letter serves as the City of Detroit’s response to the above-referenced matter. Your 
letter was received at the City of Detroit Law Department Freedom of Information Act Section on 
May 8, 2019. Because your request was received by electronic transmission, pursuant to Section 
5(1) of the Michigan Freedom of Information Act (the “Act”), MCL 15.235(1); it is deemed to 
have been received at the Law Department on the next business day. May 9, 2019. In accordance 
with Section 5(2)(d) of the Act, MCL 15.235(2)(d), we sent a letter extending the City’s time to 
respond until May 31, 2019. Thank you for your patience regarding this request. 

You request: 


-Could I get a data dictionarv- for the meanings of the codes in the "Result" and "Current Status" columns? 

-How are the owners entered'’ For instance, do the agents taking the calls look it up with the Assessor's office or a 
different agency? Are owners added after the fact, or are they entered right then and there? 

-Is the "Last Inspection Date" tied to the case number or the property address?— as in, does that date refer to the last 
inspection for that particular case? Or does that refer to the last time BSEED inspected the property, regardless of 
■whether it was a result of that compleiint? 

-What does it mean when there is no case description'’ Does that mean no one called to complain, or that it w’as a 
random inspection? 

-What does "PRD" mean in the case description? 


Your request for a “data dictionary” is granted. The record from the City of Detroit Buildings, 
Safety Engineering and Environmental Department (BSEED) consists of one (1) page. Enclosed, 
please find one (1) copy of the same. Because the record comprises of fewer than ten (10) pages, 
no copying costs have been assessed. 
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The remainder of your request is denied pursuant to Section 3 (4) and (5) of the Act, MCL 
15. 233(4) and (5), for the reason that the Act does not require a public body to create a new record 
or draft a narrative response. 

Please note that pursuant to Section 10 and 10a of the Act, MCL 15.240 and 15.240a, a 
person receiving a written denial of a request or receiving a letter to submit the labor costs may do 
one of the following: 

1) Submit a written appeal to the head of the public body denying the request. Such appeal, 
if submitted, should specifically state the word “appeal” and identify the reason or 
reasons for reversal of the disclosure denial. MCL 15.240(l)(a) and MCL 
15.240a(l)(a); or 

2) Commence an action in the circuit court to compel the disclosure of the public records 
within 180 days after the public body’s denial of the request, MCL 15.240(l)(b), or 45 
days after the public body’s request for labor costs, MCL 15.240a(l)(b). If a court finds 
that the information withheld by a public body is not exempt from disclosure, or that 
the labor costs requested by the public body exceeds the amount permitted, the 
requesting party may receive the requested record and, at the discretion of the court, 
reasonable attorney fees and /or cost. MCL 15.240(6) and (7), and MCL 15.240a(6) 
and (7). 


When contacting our office regarding this request, please include the request number listed in the 
subject line above. For your information, please note that a public summary of City of Detroit 
FOIA procedures and guidelines is available on the City’s website, www.detroitmi.gov . 
under “How Do I...” and “File”. 


Very truly yours. 



Kathryn M. Levasseur 
Assistant Corporation Counsel 
FOIA Section 


(313) 237-3034 
levasseurk@detroitmi. gov 












